press release

alabama ballet performs in gorham’s bluff july 28-29

The elegance and artistry of professional dancers in perfectly choreographed movement. A sumptuous gourmet meal crafted by an award-winning chef. An audience so close to the action it feels as if it’s a part of the performance. 

You wouldn’t think all of that could happen under a tent at the edge of a bluff on Sand Mountain, but for nine years now, the Alabama Ballet and the Gorham’s Bluff Institute have teamed up to do just that.

What in 1998 seemed like necessity has proven to be the mother of invention. The intimacy of the bluff-side tent coupled with the panoramic view creates a one-of-a-kind experience for dancers and audiences alike. 

Ballet Artistic Director Wes Chapman says that he and Associate Artistic Director Roger Van Fleteren use the residency as a “choreographic incubator” or to give company members the opportunity to dance new roles. The informal setting also lets Chapman bond with audiences. 

“I like to give them a chance to ask questions, talk about the work,” says Chapman. “Depending on the energy of the night, I’ll turn into a stand-up comic. Which I can’t do in the big theaters. I can’t really connect with the audience like that.”

In addition to Chapman (Union Springs, Alabama) and Van Fleteren, the company will include Kyle Seguin (Huntsville); Jennifer Lauren (Tuscaloosa), Sadie Elliot (Mobile), Luke Joiner (Birmingham), Emily Browning, Kathryn Gebler, Jenna McKerrow, Kfir Danieli, Noah Hart, Ben Linn, and Justin Segura.

Events under the tent in Gorham’s Bluff culminate in performances on Friday, July 28 and Saturday, July 29. Each night, a buffet dinner, catered by The Lodge in Gorham’s Bluff, will be served at 7 p.m., and the performance will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets for dinner and the performance are $75. To purchase tickets or for more information about residency activities, go to www.gorhamsbluff.com, or contact the Gorham’s Bluff Institute at (256) 451-2787, extension 42.
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