press release

alabama ballet’s summer residency in gorham’s bluff, july 23-30

The Alabama Ballet’s Summer Residency in Gorham’s Bluff will once again bring professional dancers from around the globe to northeast Alabama for a week of local outreach and performances. All at what seems like the edge of the world.
“It’s grown over the years because people absolutely love coming to see the company in that environment,” says the Ballet’s Artistic Director, Wes Chapman. 

For almost a decade, Chapman and Associate Artistic Director Roger Van Fleteren have used the residency to challenge their dancers in new roles, stretch the company’s choreography, and share behind-the-scenes insights with appreciative audiences during the weekend patrons’ performances. 

This year’s events under the tent in Gorham’s Bluff feature two patrons’ performances on Friday, July 28 and Saturday, July 29. Each night, a buffet dinner, catered by The Lodge in Gorham’s Bluff, will be served at 7 p.m., and the performance will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets for dinner and the performance are $75. 
As always, the residency will include Dance Discovery, an hour-long introductory workshop for children, which will be held in Gorham’s Bluff on Thursday, July 27 at 7 p.m. Dance Discovery allows company dancers to share with area children the rich history of ballet along with some of its fundamental terms and techniques. 
Immediately following Dance Discovery, workshop attendees will be treated to a free preview dress rehearsal of the residency’s weekend performances, including excerpts from Dracula, Paquita, and The Sleeping Beauty as well as Associate Artistic Director Roger Van Fleteren’s newly choreographed Concert Fantasy. 
The company will be able to extend its outreach activities this year through a recently forged partnership between the Ballet, the Gorham’s Bluff Institute, and Northeast Alabama Community College in Rainsville. Ballet members will offer introductory and intermediate dance classes for area children on the NACC campus on Tuesday, July 25 as well as Sunday matinee performance at the end of the week. 

In addition to Chapman (Union Springs, Alabama) and Van Fleteren, the company will include Kyle Seguin (Huntsville); Jennifer Lauren (Tuscaloosa), Sadie Elliot (Mobile), Luke Joiner (Birmingham), Emily Browning, Kathryn Gebler, Jenna McKerrow, Kfir Danieli, Noah Hart, Ben Linn, and Justin Segura.

To purchase tickets and for more information about residency activities, visit www.gorhamsbluff.com, or contact the Gorham’s Bluff Institute at (256) 451-2787, ext. 42.
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