press release

alabama ballet fosters interest in dance for area youngsters

For the last eight years, the Birmingham-based Alabama Ballet has been using its unique summer residency in Gorham’s Bluff to stoke the imaginative fire in young people throughout rural northeast Alabama. 

This year, Alabama’s premiere dance company is fanning those flames.

In a recently forged partnership between the Ballet, the Gorham’s Bluff Institute, and Northeast Alabama Community College in Rainsville, the company will be able to extend its outreach activities by offering introductory and intermediate dance classes for area children on the NACC campus on Tuesday, July 25. 

As always, the residency will also include Dance Discovery, an hour-long introductory workshop for children, which will be held in Gorham’s Bluff on Thursday, July 27 at 7 p.m. Dance Discovery allows company dancers to share with area children the rich history of ballet along with some of its fundamental terms and techniques. 
Immediately following Dance Discovery, workshop attendees will be treated to a free preview dress rehearsal of the residency’s weekend performances, including excerpts from Dracula, Paquita, and The Sleeping Beauty as well as Associate Artistic Director Roger Van Fleteren’s newly choreographed Concert Fantasy. 
In addition to Van Fleteren and Artistic Director Wes Chapman (Union Springs, Alabama), the company will include Kyle Seguin (Huntsville); Jennifer Lauren (Tuscaloosa), Sadie Elliot (Mobile), Luke Joiner (Birmingham), Emily Browning, Kathryn Gebler, Jenna McKerrow, Kfir Danieli, Noah Hart, Ben Linn, and Justin Segura.

For more information about residency outreach activities or to order tickets for the evening performances in Gorham’s Bluff on July 28-29, visit www.gorhamsbluff.com, or contact the Gorham’s Bluff Institute at (256) 451-2787, ext. 42. For information regarding events at NACC, visit www.nacc.edu or call (256) 638-4418, ext. 248.
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